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This note shows three things. (a) The tidal information available to mariners
is impeccable; (b) even with most primitive instruments, dead reckoning can be
staggeringly accurate if pains are taken; (c) sea-swim problems can only be
generalized to a certain extent; ultimately each swim becomes a special case.
Even a difference of o-1 m.p.h. can arrive a swimmer in a place where a very
different train of tidal circumstances would have ensued 30 minutes earlier (or
later.) ‘

A precisely known speed is the only key to sea-swim navigation.
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