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Livine CuristiaNITY. By Michael de la Bedoyere. (Burns and Oates;
15s. od.) :

It is remarkable that the Catholic weekly press of this country is
wholly directed by laymen, and this is a constant matter of surprise to
foreign observers who in other respects usually think they have little
to learn from the Catholicism of the United Kingdom. The editor of
The Catholic Herald bas by this firmly imprinted his personality on his
paper, and Living Christianity will evoke little astonishment in those
who have read the liveliest of the weeklies over the last twenty years.
Here they will find an honest attempt to make the Catholic faith a
living and imperative reality, the true interpreter of man’s needs in the
society in which he has to live. Here, too, heart is sometimes more
passionately engaged than head: there is impatience, some gullibility
but even more generosity of mind. For Mr de la Bedoyere’s ‘personal
essay’ is a frank discussion of his own recollections of fifty years of
Catholic life. And that is valuable, drawn as it is from a close knowledge
of Stonyhurst, the Society of Jesus and the multifarious contacts of
public Catholic life. The great need for an informed and adult opinion
among professional laymen gives weight to the consideration of
contemporary piety, religious education, moral teaching, social action
and the impact of Catholics on a post-Christian community. On all
these subjects experience illuminates the usual answer, and if one some-
times feels that Mr de la Bedoyere must have read his own ‘Letters to
the Editor’ to the point of being hypnotised by some of their recurring
themes, yet one can only welcome this sincere statement of what many
people think, with their own difficulties stated and understood. It is
perhaps the clergy who will benefit most from Living Christianity, for
this layman’s apologia is in effect an answer from the pew. In particular
the appeal for a deeper liturgical and spiritual sense as the essential
source of Catholic life is firmly argued, and gives a true proportion to
all else that is said.

LE.

AN Iprom-Book of THE NEw TesTaMmenT. By C. F. D. Moule. (Cam-
bridge University Press; 25s.)

This is not a syntax of the New Testament but rather full notes
towards such a work, and a useful help and guide for theological
students and others who aspire to a more precise grasp of the Greek of
the New Testament. There are enough elementary works on this sub-
ject, not enough of a more serious and scholarly standard. For this
reason, Professor Moule’s work is very welcome. It will help much to
inculcate a scholarly attitude towards syntactical problems, and at the

https://doi.org/10.1017/51754201400023109 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S1754201400023109



