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CORRESPONDENCE 
T he Edi tor, 

J ournal of Glaciology 

SIR, A bout the llse of the expression " Indlandsis": comments on Dr. W eidick 's letter 

" But now, Socrates, what do you think a ll this a m oun ts to? It is m ere 
scrapings a nd sh avings of discourse as I said a while ago, divided in to bi ts" 

Plato, H ippias major, 304A, 
q uoted in Kierkegaard ( 1846), back of title-page 

I n his le tter , W eidick ( I 967) gives a good accoun t of the orig in of the term I ndlandsisen as a pplied to 
the ice whi ch covers the w hol e of G reenla nd. H e dema nds tha t this term, a nd a lso its tra nslations 
(Inland Ice, I n la ndeis, Ind la ndsis) should be excl usively applied in the fu ture to the ice cover of G reen
la nd. I think th a t this dem a nd is somewha t exaggerated . 

F irst le t us note tha t the D a nish term fndlandsisen is a pplied to th e ice of G reenland tha nks to D r. Rink, 
who first had the genera l idea o f the orig in a nd developmen t of this immense glacier which covers 
G reenla nd. Bu t I ndlandsisen m ea ns ice of the in terior , ice in the middle of the la nd , continental ice (glace 

continentale) according to the usage employed by F . J ohnstrup (18go) . 
T his phenom enon exists not onl y in G reenla nd but a lso in the Antarctic . It a lso existed during past 

geological eras in Fenno-Scandia , North Am erica , the Saha ra, South Afri ca, e tc . during the ice ages. 
I t is thus legitima te to use this term for the sam e phenomeno n in o ther pa r ts of the world tha n G reenland , 
a nd I consider that we a re honouring the D a nish geographer Rink in using his term fndlal1dsisen . 

F urther this term can easily be tra nslated in to E ng lish (Inland I ce) a nd Germa n ( fnlandeis ) . W e may 
note that Ice Sheet has a more genera l m eaning tha n In land I ce, and is not a synonym. If the D a nish 
term and its tra nsla tions can only be used for the ice cover of Greenland , wha t are we to call the other 
continenta l ice covers? Furthermore, W eidick should give a tra nsla tion , exclusively for G reenland, of 
fndlandsisen in a ll other la nguages such as Russia n , Chinese, e tc . 

In French there is no li teral tra nslation and as the term glace continentale is not very happy, for m ore 
tha n ha lf a cen tury f nlandsis has been used. P etit L arousse gives the following defini tion : 

I NLANDSIS n .m . (mot norveg. , de in, da ns, land, pays, e t is, glace) . G lacier continen tal des regions 
pola ires recouvran t le relief e t se terminant a sa peripherie pa r des glaciers de vallee qui a tteig nent 
la m er, ou pa r une ba rriere de glace . SVN. : calotte glacia ire. 

W e may criticize barriere and caloue, bu t we must rej ect the nom masculin, norvegien which comes we know 
not whence, despite its consecra tion by usage. This is why for som e years, at the request of our D a nish 
coll eagues, and to honour Rink, we have been using the term f ndlandsis for a n ice cover existing or 
having ex isted in polar regions. Bu t we do no t favour limi ti ng its use to G reenland. Otherwise where do 
we go ? I t would be better to impose on in tern a tiona l usage the Eskimo term Sermerssua which was g iven 
to the Ind la ndsis well before the D a nes came to G reenla nd (sermersslla = " la rge glacier" ) . 

And what a bou t sm orrebrod , kokkenmodding, kayak, a nora k, e tc . . . . exclusively D a nish ? 
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SIR, About the use flf the exjJression " fndlandsis": comments 011 D r. W eidick 's leUer 

No one is unaware tha t the term Indla lldsis (with a capita l I ) was origina lly the name given to the ice 
sheet in the interior of G reenland . But the proper name has been used in Fra nce by geographers as a 
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