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The 20" century saw an unprecedented number of major wars, conflicts, and massive
human rights violations. From each emerged the desire to make sense of the recent past
(and present) by imagining new ways of dealing with such events. In order to prevent new
forms of violence, or to punish the persons responsible of past horrors, various solutions
have been imagined, deployed, implemented, and discussed, at different levels.

This book is a reflection on the social and historical construction, appropriation, and
circulation of categories, norms, and savoir-faire related to the ways social groups and
institutions—state, judiciary, professional organizations—confront traumatic events. Even
if there is a robust literature on purges and other mechanisms intended to deal with an
authoritarian or violent past, written by authors belonging to numerous disciplines and
exploring different periods and topics with a variety of theoretical and methodological back-
grounds, our goal was to propose a more sociologically oriented model of analysis. Far
from being only an intellectual frenzy, this orientation appears to be less normative than
most “post-transitional” approaches and potentially more general than strictly monograph-
ic approaches. In doing so, our objective is not only to provide a critical approach, but also
to sustain a more realistic view of this highly political and moral domain.

Liora Israél is a sociologist at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales and
assistant director of the Centre Maurice Halbwachs, Paris. Guillaume Mouralis is an
historian and sociologist at the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique and a member
of the Institut des Sciences Sociales du Politique, Université Paris Ouest Nanterre.
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Conflict Law

The Influence of New Weapons Technology, Human Rights
and Emerging Actors

by

William H. Boothby

In this, the second decade of the 21 Century, the law relating to conflict is confronted by
a number of challenges this book seeks to identify and to discuss. Topics as diverse as
the evolving spectrum of conflict, innovations in weaponry, automated and autonomous
attack, the depersonalisation of warfare, detention operations, the influence of modern
media and the application of human rights law to the conduct of hostilities are examined
to see to what extent existing legal norms are under attack. The book takes each topic
in turn, explains relevant provisions of contemporary law and analyses exactly where
the legal problem lies. The analysis then develops the theme, examining for example
the implications of current rules as to deception operations for certain applications of
cyber warfare.

The book, written in an accessible style, demonstrates the continuing relevance of
established rules and the importance of compliance with them. It is a valuable tool for
further discussion and research involving academics, military lawyers and commanders,
governments, ministries of defence and foreign affairs, libraries, diplomats, think tanks,
policy units, NGOs, journalists, students and all others with an interest in law of armed
conflict issues.

Dr William H. Boothby is the Former Deputy Director of Legal Services, Royal Air
Force, United Kingdom.
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