
773 BLACKFRIARS 

O"K FRIESDS T H E  JEWS. Hy Arfhur Day, S.J. (I3urns and Oates ;  

:Is the a u ~ h o r  d i n i t s ,  this little book is not designed to subtend 
a tlcep study of the Jewish people, but rather provides ;L ' hotch- 
poL+ ' (to uje the author's own description) of his personal encoun- 
ters  with, :ind observations of, various aspects of Jcwish life cullcd 
over a period of more th8an sixty years. 

The variety of subjects, upon which Father Day touches, ranges 
kuln Jewish proselytism in the days of the early Church, and the 
coinposif-ion of the Talmud, to synagogue observances and an easy 
method of acquiring the rudiments of Hebrew. Some of these super- 
ficial accounts may help the sympathetic though ignorant reader to 
gain a wider introduction to the everyday character and tr.aditions 
of the modern Jew than would have been derived from profounder 
studies. 

Many of the anecdotes, 
apparently extracted from a diary of past adventures, display that 
lack of general interest characteristic of highly personal rcminiscence. 
I t  would have been helpful, moreover, had raferences to the ex- 
p1,anatory notes a t  the end of the book been indicated by small num- 
bers in the text. And the appended criticism of Asch's My Per- 
zonal  .Faith (p.  61) appears t o  have been omitted. 

R u t ,  most important, the general tone of the book is lowered, antl 
its apparent purlpose, i1s evidenced in the tirle antl preface, contra- 
diclecl, by the unnecessary raising of petty Judaeo-Christian con- 
Iroversies. Thus,  the chapter on ' T h e  Jewish Press, '  far from 
attempting an  objective survey of Jewish journalism, consists {almost 
entirely of ari eclectic account of pressa t tacks  upon Christianity 
: i n t l ,  particularly, upon the author. The  rdatively important. chap- 
tcr 013 ' Theology and Theologians ' is pointlessly interrupted with 
selections of anti-Christian writings, including t.wo by the 'present 
Chief Rabbi. Othcr needless comments on Jewish failings, and subtly 
anti-Jewish interspersions, cannot but offend Jewish susceptibilitie's. 
Surely, in these days when the kinsmen of Our Lord a re  suffeqing 
torment unparalleled in history, petty -controversy, particularly of 
so personal a type, might have been dispensed with in acknowledge- 
ment of the alliance of all believers in God in the common struggle 
for reiigious truth and toleration? 

3s. 6 1 . )  

Unfortunately, blemishes niar the book. 
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