
Capital in Banking

Capital in Banking traces the role of capital in US, British, and Swiss
banking from the nineteenth to the twenty-first century. The book
discusses the impact of perceptions and conventions on capital ratios
in the 19th century, the effects of the First and SecondWorldWars, and
the interaction of crises and banking regulation during the 1930s and
the 1970s. Moreover, it emphasises the origins of the risk-weighted
assets approach for measuring capital adequacy and explains how the
2007/2008 crisis led to a renaissance of unweighted capital ratios. The
book shows that undisclosed reserves, shareholders’ liability, and
hybrid forms of capital must be considered when assessing capital
adequacy. As the first long-run historical assessment of the topic, this
book represents a reference point for publications in economics,
finance, financial regulation, and financial history.

This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

Simon Amrein is a lecturer and head of theMSc in Banking and Finance
programme at the Lucerne School of Business. He studied finance,
economic history, and history at the Lucerne School of Business, the
London School of Economics and Political Science, and the European
University Institute in Florence.
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The titles in this series investigate themes of interest to economists and
economic historians in the rapidly developing field of macroeconomic history.
The four areas covered include the application of monetary and finance theory,
international economics, and quantitative methods to historical problems; the
historical application of growth and development theory and theories of
business fluctuations; the history of domestic and international monetary,
financial, and other macroeconomic institutions; and the history of
international monetary and financial systems. The series amalgamates the
former Cambridge University Press series Studies in Monetary and Financial
History and Studies in Quantitative Economic History.
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