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REVIEWS 
GRIECHISCHE R I w I m N  IN CIIRISTLTCHEE DGITTUNG, Gesainmelt e Auf- 

siitze von Hugo Rahner. (Ziirich : Rliein-Yerlag; 22.50 Sviss Frn.) 
‘Cou~e,  I will show you tlre \ V ~ l n  and the mysteries ol the Word, 

ant1 1 will describe tlieni to you 111 the images whicli p u  yonrselves 
have inherited’. Thus Clement of Alexandria invited his pagan con- 
temporaries to hear and understand the Gospel throiigh the mediiini 

0 1  their n u n  ( Ireek myths nnd Hellenist niysterieq; thns likewise (lid 
niany a Christian preacher a i d  teacher, not only iii Patihtic times, 
but also far into tlhe Middle Ages. Fr  Hugo Rahner, S.J., takes 
Clement’s words as his own text and leitmofia in this learned, 
fascinating and eminently readable book on Greek Alytlrs in Christian 
It1 terpretaf ion.  

‘This hook’, he explains in a stiinultxting preface, ‘Icadq from t7he 
noisy streets of our day into the still court of the Temple where 
Hellas and the Chnrch once met. . . . IVhat is here wribten is offered 
t o  those who believe that our \\‘cstein world is crashing in order to 
be reborn. . . . We have become Barbarians, and long to become 
Greeks again. . . . Many ale occupied with this return to oiir ci~ltural 
home. . . . I t  is no academic \ \him, but a stern obligation in these 
(lays for scholarl~ minds . . . to devote themselves to uncovering 
again the biiried sources of true humanism. But  in that search the) 
nre divided. Some, Stoic-like, strive for the heights, but their number 
is few. . . . Others are delving into the depths of the abyss of thr  
soul, these ate more niimeroiis . . . and who will deny that a deeper 
iinderstandiug has been given to them of the dark mysteries of the 
psycilie than to either Gncient or modern Stoics? Rlust all of them seek 
for M a n ,  and all believe that a renewed iinderstandiiig of Greek 
nntiynity-whether above in the still heights of O l ~ m p u s ,  or below 
among the riverside reeds where dwell the Cabiri-will assist in re- 
discovering the Whole Man, the homo 1) urnanus? ’ We Christians 
‘seek signposts to a “Christian humanism”, to the imineiise possi- 
bilities of that “Sew Man” of whom P:id wrote to Colossns, in 
mhnm Barbarinn and Greek are made one in (‘hrist, the God made 
man who is . \ I 1  in all’. F r  Rnhner, however, does not p i n  the 
numerous wiiters who diiriiig the pa\t two clecadec, have essayed to 
formulate the principles of a Chiist ian humanism ; instead hc has 
brought his 1 nst scholarship and deep understanding to set hefore us 
the work already done, but too long forgotten, by our early fathers 
in the faith. 

H e  is no lesy widely reat1 in modern tlinn i n  ancient literature, 
and an  opening section gives us a mlnable critical survey of the 
various theories which have been attempt)etl to solve the prohlein 
of the relntionship between Christianity and the pagan myths aiid 
mysteries oi the Graeco-Roman world. R e  disposes, brieflj- biit defi- 
nitively, Imth of the f a d e  ‘syncretism’ ~vhich would inake Chriqtian- 
ity essentially clc~pendent on the Hellenistic mystery-cnlts and of the 
pseudo-orthodoxy which denies any positive relatioiwhip hetween the 
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seed of the Word and the fertile soil in wliich it was sown. He pro- 
poses LL iiietliocl of approach which respects at  once the historic l ads  
of cleveloprrieiit both in Hellenisiii ancl in tlie Cliiirch, the role 01 
‘archetypal’ patterns from below, and the di\ ine de5igliS for a prue- 
purut io evlurayc1ic.u from above. 

The value of this coinpreheneive ; L J ~  yet scieiitifio approach is 
Lest appreciated \\lien Fr Rwhner puts it to the test in actual appli- 
cation, and shoNs, largely in their own nords, how certaiii specified 
symbols, myths and rites of paganibrri nere  understood, iriteiprrted 
and utilised bp ancient Christian writers, artists and lituigicb theni- 
selves. ‘Christian Mystery and Pagan 1\Ij-steries’, ‘The Xysterg of 
the Cross’, ‘The Mystery of Baptism’, ‘The Christian Mjstery of 
Suii and Moon’-these are the main headiiigs of Fr Brtliner‘s expo- 
sition of tlie fashion in which Christ was seen to ‘iwapitulate’ pagaii 
r r i j  tlis aiid iiij steries, rites and sjinbols. A second sectioii treats 
of’ ‘ Soul-IIealing’ iii early Christianity uiider the Hoiiiei io liedcliiigs 
of ‘The IzIol), the Soul-healing Herb of Hernies’ and ‘7‘1ie Mancliake, 
the KteLiial Hoot of AIaii’. The third aiid lazt sectioii carries the 
intriguing title of ‘Hc i l iger  Homer’ (‘Saint Hoiticr.‘) and deal5 in  
t u r n  with Chiistian iiiterpretatioiis of tlic \Villow-Braiioh (Ot7ys.r. S) 
and of Oclysseiis a t  the Mast (Odyss. S l l ) ,  aiid i~icidentdly of i i iui iy  
other iavoured ie-retidiiiqs of the 0dyssc.y as a l’ilgrini’s l’rogi c-,s. 

It is possiblo to disagree \citli F’r Haliiici ,it times; for iiibtancc. 
his anxious dissociation of the Berictltctio P’oiitra TYOJII  pliallic s~ in -  
holisiii weiiis to I)c contradicted by thcl pIfuii  1aiigu:i;tl of ilie Benc- 
drc*(io itsell. Biil 11 c can o111y be y ;itefiil 101. 1111s illuiiiiiiatiiig, timely 
xiid refreshiiig book, a i d  hope t h ~ ~ t  tlic aii ihor \\ ill purqtit‘ his inqiiiries 
iiito tlie Chrietiaii oataly\i\ 01 otlier iiiytli. a i i ( 1  \ j i i i l ~ o l s  (thoscb of 
OqJheus, for iiistanw). AIeaii\\ liile it may Lo hoped tliat this book 
will speedily find a M ot th j  translator, who will also eiiiieli an l~hglisli 
editiou with the irides tvliicli thc original-finely piiiitecl u id  designed 
though it is-soiriewhat iiicon veniently lacks. 

VlC!TUl$ WIIJTB, 0.Y. 

GREEK L v . 2 ~ .  A n  Aiit’hologj by li~itlileeii Yree~ii~ii i .  (AiaoUonald; 
15s.) 
\Vtl 811 kliu\\ the W C C / ; - B ) L t I  B I J O L ;  L I J l d  liiii~iy 0 1  11b \.\ trr~: ~ i \ \  a l ’ ~  

that iii Cheek similar material wau abundaiit; but tlic two iiotioiw 
\ \ t w  iii clifferelit parts of tlie iriiiid, aiid we halt: hat1 to Tiait f ~ i  
bliss P’v(ariari to lwiiig tlic O\+o together and t o  piodrioc this \e iy  
sricoesslul ‘\L eek-Ihd Book’ from the (+reek, iii traiislation. Thc 
h o t  that the Greeks ‘had a word for it’ ineans, of course, that they 
had the thing itself; ancl it is the greatest of all coiiiplimei~ts to our 
o w n  age that we can parallel in our day so iuuoli that can be found 
earlier onlg amoiig the Greeks. I n  these pages can be fonntl the 
earliest appearance of our old friend ‘Pop’, scripts for Miss Ruth 
Draper, fragments oil the bringiiig up of children that remind us. of 
nothing so rnucli as Bertrand Iiussell’s little work on the same sub- 




