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border while treating crossing migrants humanely. Demata shows how, in her rebut-
tals to Trump and support for a smart border, Clinton used the language of emotion
to invoke notions of the US as a compassionate, welcoming nation of immigrants.
This merging of affect and historical discourses with the neoliberal language of
technical efficiency, Demata argues, formed part of Democrats’ larger political
strategy of recontextualising family values discourse, long a pillar of conservative
rhetoric, as progressive immigration policy.

As populist and neoliberal discourses contend to define a post-global world,
Demata reminds us how borders—including the plights of those attempting to
cross them—can serve as symbols of social order as well as proxies for political
struggle. Although brief, his study offers important insights into how the recontex-
tualisation of political discourses, namely, of family values, the aesthetics of exclu-
sion, and the neoliberal ethics of modernity, contribute to ideological discursive
formation and contemporary political language.
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In Discursive change in Hong Kong, Jennifer Eagleton provides a first-hand, com-
prehensive examination of the changes in political discourse that have occurred in
Hong Kong over the past few decades. The author considers metaphor as the main
approach and critical discourse analysis (CDA) as the major method for her book.
Overall, she treats three aspects as crucial for her analysis: Hong Kong’s status as a
political hybrid, the Chinese state’s promise of universal suffrage, and Hong
Kong’s path-dependent nature as a British colony and Chinese society. The
author also examines how Hong Kong ‘sees itself’ through metaphors.

Chapters 2 to 9 are the book’s main contents. Chapters 2 to 5 focus on the first
decade after the reunion in 1997. The author notes that the main discursive frame in
this period is the Basic Law, and two metaphorical bases for political discourse are
road maps and timetables. She observes how early established local political
parties, print media, and other official texts utilised these basic and other derivative
narrative frames and metaphors and examines how they were repeated, took new
shapes, and formed new textures of coherence during this period. In chapter 5,
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the author provides a detailed case study of how multiple camps of political actors in
Hong Kong understood and used the narrative thread of the Cultural Revolution as
discursive strategies from 1997 to 2007.

Chapters 6 to 8 focus on the second decade, with the main focus on the discourse
on ‘the rule of law’ in the Umbrella Movements in 2014 and discursive changes of
interpreting the One-Country and Two-Systems policy increasingly towards the
state side, in particular after 2015. In chapter 8, the author further examines how
protestors’ strategy of ‘being water’ in the 2019 protests is reflected in discourse.
Chapter 9 further looks toward the future, examining the impact of the national se-
curity law, the demand for performative loyalty from civil officials, and metaphors
of Hong Kong’s ‘second return’ to China.

Eagleton became a Hong Kong resident shortly after the reunion in 1997, and is a
long-time observer and participant of Hong Kong’s social and political changes.
Clearly having benefited from these backgrounds and experiences, the author
provides rich materials and valuable examination of discursive change in Hong
Kong. The book, nonetheless, could be strengthened by incorporating the rich
existing literature particularly in contemporary scholarship of sociolinguistics
and linguistic anthropology to the analysis. In addition, in many places, the
author does not provide clear or sufficient descriptions of how methods and mate-
rials are linked. In particular, though CDA is stated as the main method, in case
studies CDA is only explicitly mentioned in chapter 8.

Overall, this book provides rich materials and an ambitious examination of the
discourse change in Hong Kong in the post-reunion era. Valuable as it is, the work
can benefit from more systematically incorporating contemporary literature on met-
aphor, identity, and discourse in sociolinguistics and linguistic anthropology, as
well as addressing possible missing links between methods and cases.
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This most timely book powerfully tackles the question of how war—being officially
over—continues to persist and ravage the lives of next generations. It offers an ex-
cellent account of the past’s manifestation in the semiotic and discursive practices
of the present, specifically focusing on Bosnia-Herzegovina and the 1992-1995
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