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OBITER 
THE DISAPPEAR~ANCE nF T e m p s  Present last year was in the eyes ot 
very m m y  a disaster for France. T t  had succeeded to  an earlier 
oasualtly, Sept ,  which is slill remembered 1 ur  itq f e d e s s  Chrihtiaii 
cornnieii(ary on affairs diiring tlic clificult years before Ilunich. A 
new weekly, A P r c s e n f ,  has come to life, vh ich ,  irhile it claims no 
continuity with Tenips Present, has many faiiiiliar nameB anlong its 
snpporters-St,anislas Fiimet, Loiiis Terrenoire, l’aul Clandel, 
Oabriel Marcel and many mole. I t s  aim is to he the review of ‘the 
revolution that is yet to come’. Three jears of the Pourth Republic 
have disappointed many hopes, and .I P i r s e n t  holdly looks to the 
r3eturn to power of de (iaulle as ‘an opportiinitj for a renewal of 
political life to which he alone can give the necessary scope ant1 
effectiveness’ . 

The first nuni1)er (15th Febriiary) cnriies :L promillent headline, 
‘The Riqk of de Gaulle’, and a careful reading of Rf .  Terrenoire’s 
article reveals no aiithoritaiian hopes, which would indeed be unlikely 
in  a former editor of L’Aube. The disillusionment of the last felt 
months has caused a thorough examination of conscience among 
those many Frenclimen who still believe in the primacy of moral 
~ a l u e s  in puhlic life, and it is no part of an  Engliqh critic’s fnnction 
to doubt the sincerit3 of $1. Finnet and his friends in looking for 
‘a Christian and humanist’ solution to the trials of France. But A 
Preseiit is not merely a political organ, and excellent musical and 
literary criticism (there is a first-rate account of Duparc) justifies 
its claims to provide a platforin for humane comment on cultural 
affairs no less than on the more urgent c&is of political life. 

x- P x * 
Ii’RnM FRAK‘CE too comes the news of a new French translation of the 
Bible, under the direction of the Ecole Bibliqiie of Jerusalem. The 
committee of direction includes such names as PP. de l“iinx and 
Benoit, as well as MR4. Rtienne Cfilsoir and Gahriel Marcel. The 
translation will appear in parts, and it is hoped that publication will 
begin this year. The Editions tlii CerF are the agents, and a specimen 
page indicates careful typography and an intelligible arrangement. 
The footnotes seem particularly useful, for the general reader as well 
as for the professed hiblical scholar. ‘J’hins David’s testament to Solo- 
mon (1 Xings, 2), 

‘in which David entrusts to Soloiiion the execution of his personal 
vendettas waq shocking to many in the past (as the versions makc 
c.lear) md may well shock I N  nowadaj s. But  the moral climate nl 
the Old Testament niiist lw home in mind, with its ideas aboiil 
blood-vengeance and the lasting effect of curses. One ninst reniem- 
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ber, too, that these rigorous measures are not confined to the 
p e ~ ~ o n  of David alone but affect the fate of his dynasty’. 

* 8 x t 

TENSION IN THE ~ ~ K G T , I C A N  C I H J R ~ H  iq the sitbject of an article by €’&re 
13 amer, 0. l’., in the NoiwPllC llevue The‘ologique of Ilouvain foi 

.I:iiiiiary. Seeing in tlie South Indian Church a crucial test for tslic 
A tiglican Church, the author assurries that  a favoui*able recogiiitioii 
of the South Indian niinistrj by the 1,ambeth Conference this year 
would mean that thc position of Anglo-Catholics would become un- 
tennhle in the Church of England. ‘They ~ ~ o i i l d  be compelled to 
break with their brethren and to live as rebels in a C’hurch which had 
lost its legitimac), or even to take a step further nnd turn tlicir eyes 
towards Rome’. 

The same issue applies the not-qo-fashionable exi.il<sirtialist 1;1l)cl 
to 8 t  Aiigustine in an article b) 1’8re Solignnc, S.J , and has an 
interesting theological study of tlie notion of Obedience t o  the Chnmli 
by PPre de Bovis. 

AMONG NEW PERIODIOALS we aio glad to see J,ina(i‘re, the qiiarterly 
of the United Hospitals Catholic Society (annual subscription 2s. 6d., 
from Peter Healy, Ilondon Hospital hledical School, E.l .)  and Hos- 
pitaller, a quarterly devoted to the work o€ the Brotliers of St John 
of God (annual subscription 1s. 4d.,  from the Editor, Scorton Road, 
Richinoiid, Porkshire). Lr’itncre ha5 in its first niimber articles by 
such authorities as 1)r Mary Cardwell, the Reyd. <J. C. Heenan and 
Pr Thoma., Gilby. It is with no wish to disparage the eminent thitt 
one liopes that fntui e numbers may include coiitribiitions by medical 
students themselves. Hosp i tn l l s r  will d o  iiii~ch 1.0 innlce known t#lit% 
heroic woik of the Hospitaller Oiiler of St  ,Tolii i  of God, whow 
Brothers for foiir hundred yeays l i ~ ~ e ,  RS tlie Htlitor remarks, ‘I~eeii 
so mciipied with their task of nursing the sick that they have had 
neither time nor inclination t o  put in uriting, for the 1)cncfit ot 
posterity, a detailed account of their doings’. A1 n time when so much 
is heard of National Health Sen ices, it is good to be reminded of the 
hidden work of healing carried by religions without stale help or 
aclinowledgnient. It was this great work ‘of charity that AIgr Ronald 
Knox, in R recent hroadcast, singled out as the greatest contrihiition 
of Catholicism t o  Victorian England. It WRS a timely tribute. 

TAX SOI TITW \ R K  RECORD for Febriiary conimemor;ites the sixt) yea?< 
of priestly oik of Archbishop Anligo. Tiibutes from Cardinal Grifiii 
and lhuglar W o o r h f f ,  as  well as two excellent photographs, put on 
record the achievement of a bishop whose name liiis been synony- 
mous with the Catholic history of England for nearly half a century. 

n x d ?+ 

t .x * n 
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THD FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE of Parish Councils was held in 
London last October, and the report of its proceedings is a remindw 
of the value of local loyalties in national life. 
DIE NEUE ORDNUNG, in its latest niimber, has a vnlllable article by 
P. Mannes Koster, O.P., on ‘Symbol and SacramenL’ and an appeal 
for ‘Christian Sociology as a tthecilogical discipline’ 1)s Werner 
Schollgen. 
FRANKFURTER H ~ T E  (Jnniiary) includes Professor Arnold To? irbec 
among its contributors, and clraws apprehensive conclusions in an 
editorial comment on the centenary of 1848. 
THE REGISTER, continuing in monthly foi-m the work of the Weekly 
lieview (21 Essex Street, W.C.2, 30s. ~ C T  annuin), has on its cover 
Lhe device: ‘The Freedom, the Greatness and the Welfare of England 
must be restored’. The first number has articles on ‘The Land- 
owner’s Point of View’ and ‘Property and Perqonality’, and the 
Realth Act is carefully analysed 11 on1 the standpoint of individual 
liberty . 
CAHIERS DU DRO~T (March) is devoted to ‘Charity in the Social Order’. 

ALDATE 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Dear Sir, 

I am home on leave for a short time during my jear’s work in 
Berlin with the Friends’ Relief Service. Just  before I left Germany 
I got to know a Dominican Tertiary who has lost everything and is 
in great need. She asked me if while I was in England I could get 
her a missal and a Dominican Breviary. I am wondering if anyone 
could provide her with these. I f so, her address is: 
Blriiulein Katherina Laessig, Uerlin-(~liarlottenbu~~, Xibigsburg 521”. 
T should like to  ask too if there is any means by which help could hi 
wnt  to a Catholic priest in Dreqden wliom 1 got to know while he 
w a 4  in Berlin a short time ago. The number of people in his care is 
Ihrec times as great as before the war hecanse of the influx of refu- 
gees. They are attached to seven different centres in the lhesden 
:hrea. Apart from a woman secretary, he has been striiggling alone 
with this task and now she is seriously ill with l:.B. 

Everyone is in desperate need of food and clothes. From my ovn 
experience of work in Berlin I know something of what that means 
and conditions are infinitely worse in the Russian Zone. 

When Dr Baum told me about his people’s needs he seemed to be 
suffering from an overwhelming sense of being alone in the struggle 
and I felt that if help could come from outside it would mean a deep 
spiritud strengthening for both priest nnd people, more important 
even than the material relief. 

Parcels could be sent direct to:  Herr Dr Ludwig Baum, Dresclcn 
A 4G, Meusslitzer s t r .  108, a t  the usual postal mtes (max. 71bs. food, 
221bs. clothes).-Yours, MARY JSWFLL (Friends’ Relief Service). 




