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Abstract. We compare six evolutionary population synthesis (EPS) models, which have been
popularly used in stellar populations analyses for galaxies. The resulted stellar populations of
star-forming galaxies and E+A galaxies from these EPS models show that the dominated con-
tribution (fraction) from young, intermediate and old populations to their lights are consistent,
although the individual numbers may change significantly, 3-30%, which could relate to the
different ingredients in EPS models, such as the stellar library, the stellar evolution tracks etc.
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1. Introduction
Stellar population is a fundamental property of galaxies, and can provide important

information on the formation and evolution of them. The EPS models provide Simple
Stellar Populations (SSPs) with different ages and metallicities which can be used for
stellar population analyses of galaxies. Several EPS models have been used popularly.
However, their basic ingredients are not exact same, such as the grids of ages and metal-
licities, initial mass function (IMF), star formation rates (SFR), stellar evolution tracks
etc. In this work, we compare six popular EPS models by using their SSPs to fit ex-
ample spectra of galaxies, and then to compare the resulted stellar populations. The
STARLIGHT code (Cid Fernandes et al. 2005) is used to fit the spectra.

2. The EPS models, the example spectra and the results
The six EPS models to be compared here are BC03 (Bruzual & Charlot 2003), CB07

(new version of BC03, which includes the new stellar evolution prescription for TP-AGB
stars), Vazdekis/Miles (Vazdekis et al. 2003), Maraston05 (Maraston 2005), GALEV
(Kotulla et al. 2009) and GRASIL (Silva et al. 1998). Table 1 presents their basic ingre-
dients. There are several choices of IMFs and stellar evolution tracks in the models. We
only list the one frequently used, which is what we used in this work.

The example spectra are taken from Chen et al. (2009) for star-forming (SF) galax-
ies and Goto (2007) for E+A galaxies. The spectrum of individual objects have been
combined to improve the S/N ratios of the spectra.

Trying to use the consistent SSPs of the EPS models, we adopt 9 SSPs with ages
equal or close to 0.1, 0.28, 0.5, 0.9, 1.4, 3, 6, 10, 13 Gyrs and solar metallicity in each
of them. We further arrange these 9 SSPs in 3 age bins: young with age � 2×108 yr,
old with age � 2×109 yr, and intermediate with ages between them. The light fractions
of young, intermediate and old populations for the SF and E+ A galaxies resulted from
the spectral synthesis are given in Table 2. It shows that the dominant populations are
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Table 1. Comparisons among 6 different EPS models.
m o d e l s B C 0 3 C B 0 7 Va z d e k i s / M i l e s M a r a s t o n 0 5 G A L E V G R A S IL

S t e l l a r l ib r a r y S T E L IB / B a S e L 3 .1 S T E L IB / ? M i l e s 2 0 0 6 B a S e L 2 .0 B a S e L 2 .0 K u ru c z 1 9 9 2
r e s o lu t io n ( Å )a 3 3 2 .3 2 0 2 0 2 0
w av e l e n g t h ( Å ) 9 1 - 1 .6 x 1 0 6 9 1 - 3 .6 x 1 0 8 3 5 4 0 - 7 4 1 0 9 1 - 1 .6 x 1 0 6 9 1 - 1 .6 x 1 0 6 9 1 - 1 .2 x 1 0 7

N λ 6 9 0 0 6 9 1 7 4 3 0 0 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 6 4
a g e (G y r ) ( g r id s ) 0 - 2 0 ( 2 2 1 ) 0 - 2 0 ( 2 2 1 ) 0 .1 - 1 8 ( 4 6 ) 1 0−6 - 1 5 ( 6 7 ) 4 x 1 0−3 - 1 6 ( 4 0 0 0 ) 1 0−4 - 2 0 ( 5 5 )
Z ( g r id s ) 0 .0 0 0 1 - 0 .0 5 ( 6 ) 0 .0 0 0 1 - 0 .0 5 ( 6 ) 0 .0 0 0 4 - 0 .0 3 ( 6 ) 0 .0 0 0 1 - 0 .0 7 ( 6 ) 0 .0 0 0 4 - 0 .0 5 ( 5 ) 0 .0 0 0 1 - 0 .1 ( 7 )
IM F S a lp e t e r C h a b r i e r S a lp e t e r S a lp e t e r S a lp e t e r S a lp e t e r
t r a ck P a 9 4 P a 9 4 + P a 0 0 C a s s i s i / P a 0 0 P a 9 9 P a

M a r ig o 0 7 / G e n e va

N o t e s : a : r e s o lu t io n in v i s u a l r e g io n s . Fo r s t e l l a r l ib r a r y, S T E L IB / B a S e L 3 .1 r e f e r s t o L e B o r g n e et al. ( 2 0 0 3 ) ; M i l e s 2 0 0 6 r e f e r s
t o M IL E S in S á n ch e z -B l á z q u e z et al. ( 2 0 0 6 ) ; B a S e L 2 .0 r e f e r s t o L e j e u n e et al. ( 1 9 9 8 ) ; K u ru c z 1 9 9 2 r e f e r s t o K u ru c z ( 1 9 9 2 ) . Fo r
s t e l l a r e v o lu t io n t r a ck , P a 9 4 r e f e r s t o Fa g o t t o et al. ( 1 9 9 4 ) ; P a 0 0 r e f e r s t o G ir a r d i et al. ( 2 0 0 0 ) ; C a s s i s i r e f e r s t o C a s s i s i et al.
2 0 0 0 ) ; M a r ig o 0 7 r e f e r s t o M a r ig o & G ir a r d i ( 2 0 0 7 ) ; P a 9 9 r e f e r s t o B e r t e l l i et al. ( 1 9 9 4 ) ; G e n e va r e f e r s t o S ch a l l e r et al. ( 1 9 9 2 ) .
Fo r IM F , S a lp e t e r r e f e r s t o S a lp e t e r ( 1 9 5 5 ) ; C h a b r i e r r e f e r s t o C h a b r i e r et al. ( 2 0 0 3 ) . Fo r S F R , t h e in s t a n t a n e o u s b u r s t s a r e
a lw ay s a d o p t e d h e r e .

Table 2. Stellar populations (the light fractions of different populations) of star-forming and
E+A galaxies. Y, I, O refer to the young, intermediate and old populations, respectively.

Galaxies age-bin BC03 CB07 Vazdekis/Miles Ma05 GALEV GRASIL

Star-forming Y 34.8 58.6 49.04 51.04 31.94 42.78
I 52.88 6.39 26.82 39.66 44.97 35.99
O 12.31 35.01 24.14 9.3 23.1 21.23

E+A Y 11.3 21.26 16.09 25.9 21.96 22.91
I 74.57 56.3 62.55 59.62 66.05 59.26
O 14.13 22.44 21.37 14.48 11.99 17.83

almost consistent, although the individual numbers change significantly, 3-30%, which
could relate to the parameters in models, such as stellar library, stellar evolution tracks
etc. Also, the SF galaxies have more young stellar populations than the E+A galaxies.
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