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In a television interview on the religious position of the Church of 
England recently given, the new Archbishop of York, Dr Coggan, 
said that he was an Evangelical, but with a high doctrine of the Church. 
This is as if his predecessor, Dr Ramsey, now Primate of all England at 
Canterbury, had said in a similar interview, as he might well have done, 
that he was an Anglo-Catholic but with a marked infusion of 
Evangelicalism. 

The very real fact that two such statements, actual or hypothetical, 
represent is of profound ecumenical significance. The Church of 
England, and indeed world-wide Anglicanism as a whole, is a micro- 
cosm of the Ecumenical movement, for it contains in an organism 
which is highly cohesive in outlook and spirit most of the widely 
Uer ing  elements which exist within the World Council of Churches. 
It follows that the process of evolution going on within Anglicanism 
is likely to be reproduced, and is in fact now being reproduced, within 
the wider context of the main allegiances of World Protestantism. 

One aspect of this process, and a fundamental one, is the increasing 
unity of outlook which marks the approach of many sections of 
divided Christendom to the Scriptures. In t h i s  we Catholics have both 
a share and a deep interest. Nineteenth and early twentieth-century 
Liberalism in the non-Catholic world took a lead in the scientific 
criticism of the Scriptural documents. In its eagerness however to lay 
bare the exact nature and provenance of the sources (in itself an excel- 
lent aim) it virtually rejected the doctrine of divine inspiration, lost 
sight very largely of the need for theological interpretation of the data 
of revelation, and came in consequence to discard any adequate recog- 
nition of what revelation itself involves. 

Post-Liberal Protestantism, under the influence of Karl Barth and 
other scholars working in the same field and with the same or similar 
pre-suppositions, has to a considerable extent returned to traditional 
orthodoxy as to the foundation tenets of the Christian faith. It has 
done so without prejudice to the use of historical and critical know- 
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