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The transformation of the “world order” has
kindled a far-reaching debate in Japan. What
will be the effect on Japan of changes in the

Soviet system and in the world order? Rozman
argues that Japanese perceptions of the
Soviet Union illuminate our understanding of
the Japanese worldview.

Focusing on diverse opinion leaders and the
relationship between the Japanese media,
policy-making, and public opinion, Rozman
shows how long-standing negative images of
Soviet socialism and militarism have been
reconsidered since the mid-1980s. According
to Rozman, these images provide a glimpse of
the emerging Japanese views of the future.
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JOHN S. STRONG

The Buddhist monk Upagupta, who
preached and taught meditative practices in
Northwest India over two thousand years ago,
is venerated today by the laity in parts of
Burma, Thailand, and Laos as a protective fig-
ure endowed with magical powers. In this
monumental work John Strong offers a system-
atic presentation of the Indian and Southeast
Asian legends and rituals surrounding this
popular saint.

“I cannot recall when | have learned so
much about my field from a single mono-
graph. John Strong not only challenges
conventional understandings of Buddhist
Southeast Asia, but also engages in a re-
markable dialogue between narrative and
doctrine, text and context, myth and ritual.
His study of Upagupta is a major contribu-
tion....”

—Donald K. Swearer, Swarthmore College
Cloth: $45.00 ISBN 0-691-07389-9
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