
works on these various subjects. Moreover, it focuses primarily on the Protestant theo-
logians, judges, and lawmakers who have, at least in principle, embraced the broad com-
mitment to religious freedom Witte describes. Other volumes will need to ask whether
those same Protestant elites have had the courage of their convictions in their dealings
with other forms of religiosity, including witchcraft, the religions of enslaved peoples,
indigenous religions, and Islam, during the many centuries covered by this book.

All in all, we can appreciate The Blessings of Liberty for its success in offering an
accessible retrospective summarizing decades of influential scholarship, a valuable
introduction to the current state of play at the intersection of religion and law on
two continents, and a promising prolegomena to future volumes on these ever-evolving
issues.

Donald L. Drakeman
Center for Citizenship and Constitutional Government University of Notre Dame
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Transatlantic Charismatic Renewal, c. 1950–2000. Edited by
Andrew Atherstone, Mark P. Hutchinson, and John Maiden. Global
Pentecostal and Charismatic Studies 41. Leiden, Netherlands: Brill,
2021. viii + 260 pp. $63.00 paper.

There is a growing body of literature that critically analyzes many aspects of
Pentecostalism, especially questions about origins, worldwide development, and its rela-
tionship to social forces like modernization, secularization, and globalization. This book
makes a very important contribution to that scholarly discussion. The editors have
established a clear purpose that focuses on addressing the theoretical and methodolog-
ical questions in a particular historical time frame from 1950 to 2000 that critiques cer-
tain story lines, especially denominational ones. To do so, the editors select a series of
case studies in ten chapters that focus on a range of questions about the polygenesis
origins of Pentecostalism, global flows of Pentecostalism across cultures, material
culture-like publications, and the importance of networks. These theoretical ideas are
then discussed to raise questions about the very definition of Pentecostalism, including
what is traditionally viewed as a “three wave” history throughout the twentieth century
from classical Pentecostalism to Charismatic renewal and neo-Pentecostalism. The
editors then set out to problematize another important definitional issue around a
family traits approach including the central qualities of primitivism, emergence,
experimentalism, expressionism, and presentism.

These particular theoretical and definitional issues are raised throughout the book,
which is organized around ten chapters. Each of the chapters gives attention to one
or more of these questions about definition with historical studies on a range of
cases, including David du Plessis, evangelical magazines, renewal organizations, local
histories in the UK, France, Wales, the United States, Roman Catholic renewal, renewal
among Mennonites, and John Wimber. The introduction is excellent and outlines the
various historical issues. An epilogue by the British historian of evangelicalism, David
Bebbington, offers an important assessment of the book and its ideas.
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The chapters that focus on material culture are instructive and illustrate well how the
standard historical versions of “three waves” of Pentecostalism are problematic. For
example, the second wave often relies upon a storyline that begins with the charismatic
renewal figure, Dennis Bennet, an Episcopal priest who is featured in popular American
magazines in the 1960s. In chapter 2, Amber Thomas Reynolds offers a detailed analysis
of Robert Walker’s Christian Life magazine and its transformation from an evangelical
to charismatic magazine. The author details how Protestants in the 1950s were already
on the road to embracing charismatic Christianity prior to Dennis Bennet’s announce-
ment in the 1960s. The magazine was highly influential and, with its large monthly
readership of 200,000 at its peak, contributed to the spread of charismatic
Christianity among its Protestant readers. These types of religious magazines are impor-
tant cultural repertoires that allowed lay people outside of Pentecostalism an entry point
into the movement. Cultural repertoires served to give some basis for the movement
that did not rely upon the interpretation of their denominational leaders who often
opposed Pentecostalism.

Another excellent chapter is by Andrew Atherstone that focuses on John Wimber
who emerged out of the Jesus People movement of the 1970s and into the
Californian church growth movement of the 1980s. Wimber was an important figure
that linked together these two movements with the Toronto Blessing in the 1990s.
Crossing several important movements, Wimber’s role and influence flows in multiple
directions in the USA, UK, and Canada. Atherstone especially focuses on Wimber’s
influence through seminars, music, and other cultural items in Europe, detailing impor-
tant elements of the history and impact that nuances our understanding of what is typ-
ically referred to as the third wave. In particular, Atherstone shows how material culture
flows around the world and across denominations while shaping Pentecostalism. The
author also offers an important critique of the definition of Pentecostalism and demon-
strates the role Wimber and the Vineyard Church played through its culture with a
more individualistic and inner experiential form.

The chapters on the second-wave charismatic renewal that focus on the Roman
Catholic church offer another level of questions about the history and definition of
Pentecostalism. Most notably, the chapter by Mark Hutchinson is especially impor-
tant as it wrestles with the impact of Catholic renewal among the clergy, professors,
and elite along with the tensions between them and other Catholics who were ques-
tioning the narrative among these charismatic Catholics while attempting to place the
events of the 1960s into a longer historical framework. The result was resignation and
division among Catholics. Hutchinson’s historical work challenges the discourse of
Catholic charismatic renewal as told during this time frame, especially by
Protestants that place Catholic renewal in the 1960s on par with Protestant renewal.
While Hutchinson’s chapter raises some very important questions about the history,
there are less satisfying accounts of its history in other chapters that, perhaps unin-
tentionally, describe the birthplace of Catholic charismatic renewal as originating in
the 1960s in the USA. Still, the chapters on Roman Catholic renewal together do raise
serious questions about the history of charismatic Christianity in the United States
that requires further analysis, including its relationship with Catholic renewal else-
where in the world that was not linked with the events of the 1960s at Notre
Dame or other Catholic universities.

Overall, this is an important book that scholars of Pentecostalism will need to read.
It clearly raises a number of issues about the history of Pentecostalism in the second half
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of the twentieth century that requires further historical analysis and theoretical
explanation.

Michael Wilkinson
Trinity Western University
doi:10.1017/S0009640723000392

The Cambridge Companion to American Catholicism. Edited by
Margret M. McGuinness and Thomas F. Rzeznik. New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2021. xi +375 pp. $34.99 paper.

Edited by two very knowledgeable historians of the Catholic experience in the
United States, this Cambridge Companion combines a broad overview of historical devel-
opments from the colonial period to the present with very fine topical essays. Accessible to
the general reader, each chapter is self-contained as a resource for students. Written by
specialists in the field, the whole emphasizes the complexity, diversity, and conflictual
development of the Catholic community in the United States. The book is structured
into four parts. The first part, comprising three chapters, is a chronological overview.
Chapters four through thirteen cover topical issues of life and culture: worship, intellectual
life, education, social welfare, women religious, politics, arts and culture, anti-Catholicism,
gender and sexuality, globalization. Chapters fourteen through sixteen present issues of
contemporary concern: laywomen and feminism, history and culture touching Black,
Latinx, Asian, and “cultural” Catholicism. The last chapter, by Mary L. Gautier, examines
sociological trends influencing future developments in population shifts, regionalism,
practice and belief, and pastoral leadership. Footnoted and followed by helpful biblio-
graphical references, each essay is well organized and in several places breaks new histor-
ical ground. A very fine introduction summarizes the historiographical trajectory of
American Catholic studies. Difficult topics are addressed, and the lights and shadows
of history are indicated regarding the role of women, the shaping forces of
anti-Catholicism, and systemic racism. Although the editors are sensitive to the fact
that the historical study of the sexual abuse crisis is only beginning (8–9), indicative ref-
erences to its ripple effect in multiple areas occur in chapters by James O’Toole (60–64),
James McCartin (228–229), and Paula Kane (263–264). Although all of the essays are of a
high quality, this reviewer found particularly illuminating McCartin’s chapter on gender
and sexuality and Kane’s study of laywomen and feminism. As a whole, the work could
prove to be a useful tool in integrating Catholic studies into the broader range of
American history. Surprisingly missing are any significant references to the groundbreak-
ing work of the U.S. Catholic Historian, important articles in American Catholic Studies,
and the two works pioneered by Dr. Christopher Kauffman, the bicentennial histories and
the American Catholic identities documentary series. But this is a small caveat to a very
finely presented, researched, and timely summary of the American Catholic story.

Joseph P. Chinnici
Franciscan School of Theology at the University of San Diego
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