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Salomon August Andrée. On 11 July 1897, Andrée and two companions — Nils
Strindberg and Knut Frankel — departed from Danskgya in the balloon Ornen
in an attempt to reach the North Pole. Three days later, some 300 km northeast
of Svalbard, the men abandoned the flight and started hauling sledges south. On
5 October, 100 years ago this month, the men made the first known landing on
Kvitgya. It is probable that they died soon thereafter, and nothing was known
of their fate until 1930, when a Norwegian expedition discovered their camp and
recovered their bodies, diaries, and other possessions.
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