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HICPAC/SHEA/APIC/IDSA Hand 
Hygiene Task Force 

The HICPAC/SHEA/APIC/IDSA 
Hand Hygiene task force (chair: John M. 
Boyce) met during the recent SHEA 
meeting in Toronto. The members (John 
M. Boyce, Barry M. Farr, William R. 
Jarvis, Elaine L. Larson, Maryanne 
McGuckin, Didier Pittet, Carol O'Boyle, 
Jane Siegel, Marjorie Underwood, and 
Jolynn Zeller) reviewed the most recent 
hand-hygiene-guideline draft prepared by 
Drs. Boyce and Pittet, and discussed a 
number of issues regarding its content 
and format. 

In the weeks following the SHEA 
meeting, members of the task force sub-

SHEA Internet Committee 
The SHEA Internet Committee encour­

ages you to visit the newly designed SHEA 
web site, www.shea-online.org, to check out 
many of its innovative features, including 
• A new "Members Only" section featuring 

an online member directory, access to 
board and committee reports, as well as 
other important society information; 

• Abstracts from the 11th Annual Scientific 
Meeting in a searchable and easy-to-use 
database; 

• Breaking news and stories of interest to 
healthcare epidemiologists; 

• Career opportunities and announcements; 
• Ability to register for meetings and make 

travel and hotel reservations online. 
To access the "Members Only" sec­

tion, you will need a password. Your pass­
word is your last name followed by the 
SHEA member identification number (ID) 
found on the member ID card, which should 
have arrived in your mail recently. 

mitted a number of comments that were 
incorporated into the first complete draft, 
which was presented to HICPAC at their 
meeting in Atlanta on May 8. HICPAC 
members suggested a number of revisions 
that will be made in the coming weeks. 

When appropriate revisions have 
been made to the draft, it will be sent to 
the CDC, where it will be submitted for 
publication in the Federal Register (SHEA 
members will be notified of that event). 
Following its publication in the Federal 
Register, the public will have 45 days to 
comment. At the same time the document 
is sent to the CDC for publication in the 
Federal Register, it will be forwarded to the 
Boards of SHEA, APIC, and IDSA for their 
input. After responding to public com­
ments and suggestions from the sponsor­
ing societies, a final draft will be prepared 
and will be presented to HICPAC in 
October, 2001, in hopes that it will be 
approved at that time and then readied for 
publication and dissemination. 

European SHEA/ 
CDC/ESGNI Course 

For the third time, the SHEA-CDC-
ESGNI training course in hospital epi­
demiology will be held in Europe. This 
year's course will be in Brugge, Belgium, 
November 7-10. Trainers of the course are 
recruited from SHEA, the CDC, and 
ESCMID's (European Society for Clinical 
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases) 
Study Group on Nosocomial Infections 
(ESGNI). For contact information, please 
see the calendar. 

Calendar 

Sep 19-21. Moving Mountains: ICPs 
positioned for change. APIC-
Virginia 26th Educational Confer­
ence. Lynchburg, VA. Info: kathy. 
bailey®centrahcalth.coni. 

Sep 22-25. 41st International Con­
ference on Antimicrobial Agents & 
Chemotherapy. Chicago, IL Info: 
www.asmusa.org. 

Sep 24-25. Seventh Annual Health­
care Facility Construction Manage­
ment: Indoor Air Quality Workshop. 
Minneapolis, MN. Info: Shirley 
Mueffelman. 612-624-4754 or 
www.dehs.umn.edu/iaqconf.html. 

Sep 27-28. Second Infection in the 
Immunocompromised Child. Dublin, 
Ireland, info: icms@diid.pipex.com. 

Oct 11-12. Seventh Annual Infectious 
Disease Educational Associates 
(IDEAS) Conference on Infectious 
Diseases and Infection Control. 
HarrisburK. PA Info: Nancy Gibson. 
412-6564064. 

Oct 14-17. Resistance to Antimicrobial 
Agents. Cannes, France. Info: 
oniega@omegastudio.conL 

Oct 18-20. Trends in Invasive 
Fungal Infections 6. Prague, Czech 
Republic. Info www.tificonference. 
co.uk or tifi@concorde-uk.com. 

Oct 24-27. Third International 
Congress of the International 
Federation of Infection Control 
and 10th Annual Conference of 
the Egyptian Society of Infection 
Control. Cairo, Egypt. Info: 
ossama.rasslan@hotmail.com or 
runinrtvl@link.net. 

Brief items of interest for SHEA News or the SHEA Newsletter may be sent to Andreas Voss, MD, PhD, Dept. of Medical Microbiology, 
University ofNijmegen, Postbus 9101, 6500 HB Nijmegen, The Netherlands; fax, 31-024-354-0216; e-mail, a.voss@mmb.azn.nl. 
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What do they have in common? You place your trust in them. When searching the Internet for credible medical 
information, you need a resource you can trust. The Lancet quotes that "Medical Matrix is the most comprehensive com­
pendium of reliable medical information on the Internet." 

iMDKM mwr 
http://www.medmatrix.org 

The largest, peer-reviewed directory to the medical Internet. 

Free registration. 
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THE SOCIETY FOR HEALTHCARE EPIDEMIOLOGY OF AMERICA 

Where do you fit in SHEA? 

SHEA was established to advance 
the study and application of hospi­
tal epidemiology—both traditional 
infectious disease epidemiology 
and non-infectious disease epi­
demiology as they relate to patient 
care, health care worker safety, 
quality improvement and out­
comes research in and out of the 
hospital setting. 

SHEA's primary goal is to educate 
members and improve their ability 
to be infection control and quality 
assurance practitioners. This is 
accomplished through our journal, 
Infection Control and Hospital 
Epidemiology; a series of position 
papers by experts in the field; 
annual scientific meetings; training 
courses in hospital epidemiology; 
industry surveys; and a state 
grassroots legislative network. 

SHEA has more than 1200 mem­
bers from 29 countries that are 
active in SHEA and in infection 
control in their own countries. 

We welcome all qualified individu­
als working or interested in health­
care epidemiology. 

Where 
Great 
Minds 
Join 

Together. 
To inquire about becoming a member of 

SHEA, contact us today. 

Phone: 856/423-0087 
Fax: 856/423-3420 

E-mail:sheahq@talley.com 
Web site: www.shea-online.org 

Mailing address: 19 Mantua Road, 
Mt. Royal, New Jersey 08061 

Smart membership benefits: \ 

As part of your SHEA membership, 
you will receive the following: 

The society's official journal— 
Infection Control and Hospital 
Epidemiology—at no charge. 
Non-members pay $110 (U.S.) 
just for a subscription. That's the 
same price as annual membership 
dues in SHEA, which entitle you to 
yearlong benefits. 

Access to the SHEA Web site, 
which includes position papers and 
data on salaries for healthcare epi­
demiologists and remuneration for 
part-time services in hospitals. 

Reduced registration fees to annu­
al scientific meetings and training 
courses. 

Inclusion and access to the SHEA 
Membership Directory with more 
than 1200 member listings. 

The opportunity to influence the 
field of healthcare epidemiology 
through participation on SHEA 
committees and boards. 
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