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A journal exploring developments in Catholic theology, the total
Christian tradition, human religious experience, and the concerns of
creative teaching from the college and university environment.

The articles in this issue deal, in one way or another, with Christianity’s
future. The specific topics that our authors have chosen, the questions and
problems they articulate, and the solutions they suggest all have serious im-
plications for both the immediate and long-term health of Christianity, and
Catholicism in particular.

Norbert Rigali, in his article, raises the challenging question of whether
the manualist moral theology that was taught to previous generations of Catho-
lic students for the priesthood might have had a crucial role to play in the
ongoing sexual abuse crisis and the marginalization of its victims. Phyllis
Zagano, continuing the line of argument of her award-winning book Holy Sat-
urday, examines how the expanded role for women in the church promised at
Vatican II might be made actual today. Margaret Pfeil deals with the all-too-
often neglected theme of charisms in the Church, especially in relation to the
development of Catholic Social Teaching. Donald Maldari argues for a more
fully developed theology of ministry that safeguards its sacramental character
while at the same time opening the practice of sacramental ministry to all who
have made a baptismal commitment. Mark Clatterbuck offers a valuable and
critically appreciative analysis of the theory of symbol behind Roger Haight’s
christology.

Our editorial essay is by one of our European colleagues, Lieven Boeve,
the current president of the European Society for Catholic Theology and the
author of God Interrupts History (2007), the focus of a well-attended session at
the 2007 CTS annual convention at the University of Dayton. He suggests that
in the current debate over the relation between Christian faith and contempo-
rary culture, the theological category of “interruption” offers a way “beyond the
methodological dilemma of modern and anti-modern theologies.” “Interrup-
tion” also plays a role in the theological roundtable on the relevance and
destiny of political theology, in essays offered by John Downey, Maureen
O’Connell, Steve Ostovich, and Johann Vento. An earlier version of this round-
table was presented at yet another stimulating session at the 2007 convention,
this one based on issues raised in a collection of essays edited by Downey and
Ostovich, along with Jiirgen Manemann, entitled Missing God? Cultural Am-
nesia and Political Theology.

Along with forty-two other books reviewed in this issue, our review sym-
posium features another aspect of the continuing conversation between Evan-
gelicals and Catholics with an intriguing discussion of Mark Noll and Carolyn
Nystrom’s Is the Reformation Over? Our reviewers’ thought-provoking com-
ments are joined by Noll’s equally provocative response.

—Anthony J. Godzieba
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