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Paul Jobin

Between 2012 and 2014 we posted a
number of articles on contemporary affairs
without giving them volume and issue
numbers or dates. Often the date can be
determined from internal evidence in the
article, but sometimes not. We have
decided retrospectively to list all of them
as Volume 12 Number 30 with a date of
2012 with the understanding that all were
published between 2012 and 2014.

Paul Jobin

Last month, many TV channels around the
world broadcast special reports on the nuclear
crisis of March 2011. Among these, BBC’s
“Inside the Meltdown” and German TV channel
ZDF’s “Die Fukushima-Liuge” (The Fukushima
lie) deserve special mention, as they both drew
significant attention on the Japanese web.|[i]

Warning: if you are not in a good mood, these
are not the best documentaries to look at. You
will be faced with the fact that the scenario of a
nuclear Apocalypse was not only our biggest
fear last year, but could still be ahead of us. So
better to have a drink and relax, and look at it
as if it was some sort of disaster movie for
entertainment. Indeed, they do share some
tricks of those sorts of documentaries: the
rather dramatic tone of the music and the
voiceover keep up the suspense. Beyond these
clichés, they are worth watching.

Both movies provide specific interviews with
former Prime Minister Kan Naoto. These are
not the sole accounts given by Kan, as a good
one has already been presented by Jeff
Kington’s article for Japan Focus.[ii] But these
are vivid testimonies by Kan himself who did
his best to contain the disaster, and later
became a scapegoat of TEPCO, NISA and the
nuclear village at large (i.e. not only in Japan,
but also abroad).

For the ZDF documentary, the production team
met with the witnesses of the path to
“Katastrophe”, like former Fukushima
Governor Sato Eisaku, or Kei Sugaoka, a
former American GE employee of Japanese
descent, who had whistle-blown many times
about TEPCO’s wretched practices regarding
safety measures (like cracking on the reactor’s
vessel). Both Saté and Sugaoka have already
given many interviews.[iii]

More original is the testimony of another
former nuclear engineer, named Naka
Yukiteru, who used to own a medium size
company based in Tomioka (between
Fukushima Daiichi and Daini). Like Sugaoka,
he says that he had tried many times to alert
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TEPCO on important safety issues, but
TEPCO’s priority was cost saving and
profits.[iv] And like Koide Hiroaki,[v] Mr Naka
is still very worried about the current state of
the cooling pool at reactor number 4: if another
big shock were to occur, then the 1300 used
fuel rods could melt-down, then TEPCO might
lose control of the whole site, which could
mean an "Apocalyptic scenario" for Japan.[vi]

According to the famous seismologist
Shimamura Hideki, that risk would be 75%
likely to occur within 4 years.[vii] And so far,
TEPCO has not reinforced significantly the
resistance of the buildings.[viii] So the
journalist from ZDF asked a TEPCO engineer:
“Even, when the building was intact last year, it
did not resist the quake, so what will happen if
another one occurs?”[ix]

TEPCO: “We have conducted further seismic
tests, not only at reactor number 4 but on the
whole site, and the results showed no
problem.”

ZDF: “But seismologists said the plant could
not resist a shock of 4000 gals. (...) So how can
you be so sure?”

TEPCO: “Is that another survey? I can’t say
anything about it.”[x]

A close-up of the man’s hands shows his
anxiety.

ZDF: “Do you think that you are ready to
operate nuclear plants in Japan again?” After a
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long hesitation, the man whispers with a
forlorn gesture: “That's difficult to answer!”[xi]

Footnotes:

[i] Both were later reproduced with Japanese
subtitles. BBC got around 130,000 readers for
the release of the original version in English on
YouTube:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dP8XE20fbX
0, though much fewer for the Japanese version:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75aqenvbfl8

While ZDF had more than 240,000 hits for its
Japanese version on Dailymotion:
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xpisys yyyzd
f-yyyyyyy news?start=10#from=embed

And around 45000 on YouTube:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mKPpLpam6
PO

A Japanese blogger even made a full
transcription of the Japanese subtitles:
http://kingo999.blog.fc2.com/blog-entry-546.ht
ml

[ii] Jeff Kingston, 'Mismanaging Risk and the
Fukushima Nuclear Crisis,' The Asia-Pacific
Journal, Vol 10, Issue 12, No 4, March 19,
2012. http://www .japanfocus.org/-Jeff-Kingston

[iii] For Sugaoka, see in particular:
http://www.baycitizen.org/disasters/story/inside
-japans-failing-nuclear-reactors/ And

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v={BjiLaVOsl4
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[v] See Japan Focus previous hot: Fukushima
Fuel Pools and Ongoing Dangers:
http://www.japanfocus.org/events/view/134

[vi] ZDF : (SRR EZELDTT»n? | +4&
A TZORBEBIFE S>> T EdAn, v
VWABBEZALRIEEEB T ERA, ET
LREMmaRETY, AN —FOBL T304
SHTY, COBMEMETHAL DIEEL T
BREUTHRL, COAB H 2R ABE 7 —
WAZ I EII300D B A BREL N AE S T w &
T, TOLORECEH L WIREEAMRE SR T
W, FRFCHEOCEMREIENTHY 27, &
WEDnbETHHERLDTT, & —JERHER
Kk, EMEmELTLEO>RT Y, 29
WwWoHZEkwarnE, gl RANEC 2T
Lede | COLEIREEANEZDOTTRIN
THARCE>THMM A LD ERBE 2D, K
BReE S BIEECEL, R A b TH<
CEUATREE R D, ZOTHNIERVIERT,
Fl, 2, 3. 5, 65y IR TGl cE L A
N, 3OOV EL->TLEIES
I, RN TEXLLMBEZHEOEMNELKICE -
fzo 2HICH KIE AHE TR 2 FERK L 1245,
TR ENILTHRDMERTLEUNIC, HH#H
THRIMENES & THIEN T 3, Mr Naka’'s
appreciation is also congruent with the view of
IRSN’ risk manager. See Paul Jobin,
'Fukushima One Year On: Nuclear workers and
citizens at risk,' The Asia-Pacific Journal, Vol
10, Issue 13, No 2, March 26, 2012.
http://www.japanfocus.org/-Paul-Jobin/3729
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[vil] W CTEHEL R HBEEEDBMNFEALKRICES-
Foo 2 HKHEW A HE TR % FEL 1285,
TN ENIETTERDMERTLELINC ., HHE % H
THRMEATES £ FHlsh Tw 3,

[vili] BA3E4l: TSP EFEORFEIETT,
B MEEE30074504 L OHIFE 2K B & & &M E
LTwEd, 2L CHEMRETHAEL ZWVWIESD
MEE L T6004 L EFTEBEEL THETHA, 2
DRE S A AN DR RTH OKAAED
RPUT, HREDOIE»DORIEIE Z 0120 O ER
HRnINTHwRa DT Yd, LHLIAALSDHEE
Tld, IEOMBOMEE L% A &, 40004 v
FCELLIERDE>TWET, HESINT
WAREE DT o EFHADTT, |

[ix] - HE - AHK: 4SHEOMEHBARE 7 —
WIZEBLOEOFHFABE AN T &7,
INETRTRELE DD ICIE ., BRE 7 —
DMESENNETT, BE7—10db2BOHET
e HLOuREEO0EL 12, |
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- RE - AR TRYGMRHAE 245 IR
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VORISR T E T,

[x] ZDF : THifE% 3 12 51340004 L & T O HifE
INIEPEASHE S AT T, SR G OHE
Z6NBLPUOEFHEE LHVEZT> T ET,
FHERED 7 7 v DFEFROHTNTCZD & O %
HENAKTE, 2ET 2 EELLE, BEHE
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[xi] ZDF: lE¥%# HATHKEI S ¢ 2720 00 Peter Hayes, Global Perspectives on Nuclear
AN, RBEILTETWBEB8HZ2TT»? ) H  Safety and Security After 3-11
He AR [2REEZ 200880 wTTR, |

Miguel Quintana, Radiation Decontamination in
Fukushima: a critical perspective from the
ground

Asia-Pacific Journal articles on similar topics:

Paul Jobin, Fukushima One Year On: Nuclear
workers and citizens at risk
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